ABOUT CHPAMS: FROM THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
CHPAMS AND THE WESTLAKE YOUTH FORUM 2012
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By Jing Li (University of California, Berkeley) and Xin Xu, PhD (University of lllinois, Chicago)
This report is franslated by Yan Ding (Heidelberg University) info Chinese.
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On August 3-6, 2012, with funding from the China Medical Board (CMB), Zhejiang University School
of Medicine hosted the very first Westlake Youth Forum in Jinxi Hotel. The China Health Policy and
Management Society (CHPAMS) played a critical role both in organizing the event and in the
forum. CHPAMS helped to select overseas scholars for the fravel fellowship offered by the organizer.
In addition, CHPAMS members actively partficipated in constructively critiquing the CMB grant
report, panel discussion, as well as in holding a session of its own.
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1. Screening of the Travel Fellowship Applications for the First Westlake Youth Forum
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CHPAMS was invited by the Zhejiang University School of Medicine and the China Medical Board
(CMB) to assist in organizing the very first Westlake Youth Forum. Compared with the Westlake
Forum series, the Westlake Youth Forum provides an opportunity for young scholars from within and
outside of China to better communicate, network, and collaborate with each other.

CHPAMS undertook the responsibility to select overseas young scholars to attend the forum. Call for
applications were circulated through the CHPAMS mailing list and through personal networks.

CHPAMS received 63 submissions, of which 33 were determined eligible. A six person reviewing
committee was organized. Dr. Shufang Zhang, Dr. Zhuo (Adam) Chen co-chaired the committee,
which also included Dr. Xin Xu, Dr. Lu Shi, Prof. Qi (Harry) Zhang, and Dr. Yi Pan. Committee
members ranked the submissions independently, according to criteria including: potential fo
contribute to the discussion at the Forum, intention to seek collaboration with HPSS scholars in
China, and potential to seek Health Policy and Systems Sciences (HPSS) career in China, as well as
academic credentials. Sixteen young scholars were selected to participate in the Forum. The
majority of the selected applicants majored in health services research, health economics, or
health systems research. Most of the applicants are from the United States with one applicant from
Heidelberg University in Germany.
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2. Participating in the Westlake Youth Forum 2012
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On August 3-6, 2012, over 100 scholars from China and abroad gathered in Hangzhou's Jinxi Hotel
by the West Lake to aftend the first Westlake Youth Forum. The active parficipation of senior
researchers and young scholars alike confributed to the fremendous success of the first Westlake
Youth Forum. CHPAMS members actively participated in constructively critiquing the CMB grant
report, panel discussion, as well as in holding a session of its own.
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2. 1 Constructive Critiques
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One of the main purposes of the Westlake Youth Forum is to review the progress of ongoing CMB
grants. Eighteen Principal Investigators of the CMB supported open competition projects, young
faculty seed grants and "991" projects presented the progress of their ongoing research.
Furthermore, one senior researcher paired with an overseas young scholar, also a CHPAMS
member, together served as discussants for each presentation. This arrangement proved highly
effective in facilitating discussions among scholars from domestic and overseas insfitutions, often
with varying and mutually complementing perceptions. In parficular, the comments of CHPAMS
members were well received by the presenters and other forum attendees.
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2.2 CHPAMS's Session
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A CHPAMS session was held on the evening of August 5t in a conference room in Jinxi Hotel with
over 50 members and guests. This event was organized by the CHPAMS planning committee and
graciously facilitated by Zhejiang University School of Medicine. The meeting started around
7:30PM. With the presence of many new CHPAMS members, Dr. Zhuo Chen and Dr. Shufang Zhang,
the lead members of the planning committee, infroduced the mission and objectives of CHPAMS.
Roman Xu, Director of the CMB Beijing Office, further elaborated on the origin, history and
development of CHPAMS. As senior researchers, Professor YU Hai from Zhejiang University and
Professor HU Shanlian from Fudan University both shared their thoughts with regard to the future of
CHPAMS and the expectations of young scholars.

Next, several faculty members infroduced their research institutions in China and present potential

job opportunities for CHPAMS members. Professor LING Li infroduced the Center for Migration
Health in the Sun Yat Sen University. Faculty members from the Sichuan University also infroduced
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their center on health policy. Professor DONG Hengjing infroduced the Center for Health Policy at
Zhejiang University School of Medicine. All of them in their speeches sent out warm invitations to
young scholars for collaboration.

Afterwards, all participating CHPAMS members were invited to infroduce themselves. Hao Jing
hosted the self-infroductory session. The infroduction was accompanied by slides with biographical
information of each member. During self-infroduction, many members also expressed sincere
grafitude towards the CMB and Zhejiang University School of Medicine for building such an
amazing platform to facilitate the network and self-development of young scholars in Health Policy
and Systems Science (HPSS). Dr. Xiaohui Hou from the World Bank was originally invited to give a
presentation on impact evaluation, but had to cancel it because of prolonged and enthusiastic
communication among session participants. Dr. Hou has kindly agreed to share the presentation
with those interested. The heated discussion and networking continued after the formal meeting
was over, and many CHPAMS members stayed until after T0PM.
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3. Summary
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The Westlake Youth Forum is the culmination of the persistent effort of the CMB, Zhejiang University
School of Medicine, CHPAMS and many leading institutions to cultivate the next generation of
researchers and policy leaders on China’s healthcare delivery system. It brings young scholars to
the forefront of academic and policy debate by providing them with a unique opportunity to
showcase their work and learn from each other. As an integral part of the forum, the CHPAMS
session further allowed many young scholars in HPSS, especially those from abroad to better
communicate and network with their peers. The community established by CHPAMS for young
scholars are likely to exert profound impact on their career development, and on the future
improvement of China’s healthcare delivery system.
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