PERSPECTIVE: COMMENT

Comment on “'1+N' method: a promising way to quality and affordable health
care for China's 1.3 billion people”
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Mr. Xiong's advocacy for "1+N" draws from the local experience of Jivjong (JL7L) and Daging

(KB, which illustrate a key difference between the health care reform approach in the United
States and the one in China. One important advantage of China's health reform, as more than one
scholar have pointed out, lies in its nature as an administrative implementation rather than a
nationwide legislative effort. This approach surely risks inconsistency, unpredictability and
geographical disparity, yet the bright side is that the non-legislative approach opens a door for
cities and counties to choose their own ways for implementing the reform. Part of the reason why
the 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act in the United States has become so
confroversial and encountered so much resistance is its attempt to pass a federal law to address
health care issues in all 50 states, while some states are more ready for such a health care overhaul
than others. So far, the U.S. has withessed important reform initiatives like the individual mandate in
Massachusetts and San Francisco's universal health care (instead of universal coverage). Both the
U.S. and China will benefit from a "bottom up" discussion when it comes to health care reform
debate, a discussion that draws a sufficient variety of local experiences before any major reform
initiative can be adopted at the national level.
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