INTERVIEW WITH DR. LI ZHAO (ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, SICHUAN UNIVERSITY)
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Dr. Li Zhao is an associate professor at Sichuan University, adjunct professor at University of
Kentucky, coordinator of West China Center for Rural Health Development, health education
consultant of Sichuan Center for Disease Control and Prevention, and editorial board member of
textbook Health Management and Management Research Method. Dr. Zhao's research mainly
focuses on health and social behavior, health policy and management.
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Shuli Qu is an ORISE health economics research fellow.
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Shuli: Could you please tell us about your educational background, your research interests and
describe your research proposal submitted to the CMB OC Programe How did you become
interested in your focus area?
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Dr. ZHAQO: | obtained my bachelor's degree in Education from Sichuan Normal University in 1997,
and got my master's and PhD degrees in Health Behavior Research and Social Medicine and
Health Management in 2002 and 2006 respectively from Sichuan University School of Public
Health. In 2010-2011, | was supported by the China Medical Board (CMB) to study health
management and policy in University of Kentucky School of Public Health. | became very
intferested in school-based injury prevention because road fraffic injury among children is a
growing public health concern. In China, national disease surveillonce data showed that road
traffic injury was the No. 2 cause of mortality among children. However, most published studies
were conducted in developed countries which might not be applicable in developing
countries.
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Shuli: What are the main obstacles in preparing the proposal? What did you learn from this
experience? How do you think it will affect your future academic career?
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Dr. ZHAO: The main obstacle in preparing the proposal is fime -- preparing everything before the
deadline. | think this experience will be beneficial for my future academic career.
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Shuli: What are the implications of your project for health policy and systems sciences research in
China?
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Dr. ZHAO: The major implication of this project is to provide affordable, effective and school-based
road traffic injury prevention for children in rural areas where awareness of road safety behavior
is lacking.
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Shuli: How do you plan fo disseminate your research findings and fo prevent road traffic injuries
among primary school students in rural west China?2
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Dr. ZHAO: We will disseminate our research findings in the following ways: 1) the local government
can use our results to develop appropriate policies and regulations to reduce road traffic injuries
among children; 2) the local media can increase the publicity of road safety behavior through
television, newspaper and the Internet; 3) The local education authority can incorporate road
safety behavior as an integral part of the curriculum in primary and secondary schools, train
teachers, and improve awareness of road safety among students and parents. My research and
coordination team includes leadership from four local county governments, local traffic control
authority, educational authority and schools in Chengdu City. They would be able to help in
providing an effective channel to disseminate our findings.
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