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Dr. Guogqging Hu is a Professor and the Associated Chair of the Department of Epidemiology and
Health Statistics at the School of Public Health, Central South University. Dr. Hu's research interests
focus on injury prevention and public health emergency response. He serves as an editorial board
member of Injury Prevention and Injury Medicine (electronic version), and referee for several
international public health journals. Dr. Hu published over 50 peer-reviewed articles, and wrote or
edited 12 books.
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Shuli: Could you please tell us about your educational background, your research interests and
describe your research proposal for the CMB OC grant application? How did you become
interested in your focus area?
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Dr. HU: | studied Public Health from 1994 to 1999 as an undergraduate at Xiangya School of
Medicine (the former Hunan Medical College), Central South University. | received my Master’s
and PhD degrees in Epidemiology and Health Statistics in 2002 and 2006 respectively. In 2007, |
had an opportunity to visit and study at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health,
working with Professor Susan P. Baker and Professor Timothy D. Baker for a one-year postdoctoral
training. During that time, | systematically studied injury prevention and began considering how
to apply what | learned in the Chinese context. Given the huge burden of injury in China and
that China is lagging far behind the world in injury prevention, | decided to focus my research in
this area, even though it is very difficult to get funding in China for injury prevention research. The
purpose of this CMB OC research proposal is to develop visual aids for children in the rural area
in order to prevent road fraffic injuries, because road safety in the rural area is stil very
underdeveloped compared to that in urban areas.
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Shuli: What are the main obstacles in preparing the proposale What did you learn from this
experience? How do you think it will affect your future academic career?
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Dr. HU: The greatest challenge | had in preparing the proposal was to develop a rigorous research
design in order to implement the research idea and test the relevant hypotheses. Although |
teach Medical Statistics in school, my fraining is not sufficient for the project. Unfortunately | was
not able to recruit a biostatistician to join my team. Nevertheless, this experience is very helpful
for my future parficipation in other international and domestic grant application. In the future, |
will establish a long-term collaborative relationship with a biostatistician to support my injury
prevention research.
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Shuli: What are the implications of your project for health policy and systems science research in
China®¢
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Dr. HU: The major application of my project is to provide a viable option to prevent child road traffic
injury in rural areas where road safety measures are scanty. Compared to other effective
environmental and engineering interventions, visual aids are more likely to be accepted by
policymakers and are easier to implement in rural areas. Once visual aids are proven to be
effective, they can be easily incorporated in the design of school uniforms, backpacks, hat,
scarf, etc.
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Shuli: How do you plan to disseminate your research findings and to prevent road traffic injuries
among primary school students in rural west China?2
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Dr. HU: If the intervention is proven to be effective, | will submit a policy report to the Ministry of
Education to promote the application of visual aids in preventing road traffic injuries among
rural children. Further, | would like to develop an intervention with visual aids that are of
standardized mode, style and size. | would also like to promote the use of visual aids in road
fraffic injury prevention via newspapers and the Internet in order to raise public awareness.
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