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Dr. Weiyan lJian is an associate professor in the Department of Health Policy and Administration at
School of Public Health, Peking University. He is the Principle Investigator of the CMB Open
Competition-awarded research proposal titled “Evaluating the impacts of DRGs Payment Reform in
Beijing"”.
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Jing Lli is a doctoral student in the Health Economics Track of Health Services and Policy Analysis
program at University of California, Berkeley.
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Jing: What are the most important considerations in the choice of research topic?
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Dr. JIAN: There are two considerations in the choice of research topic: one is research interest, and
the other is the need to address or provide scientific evidence for certain practical issues in
China’s health policy. We try our best to take into account both aspects.
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Jing: What are the main obstacles in hospital data access and usage? Do you have any
suggestions for researchers who intend to use administrative data records in their researche
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Dr. JIAN: Hospitals submit reports as part of the health statistics system required by the Ministry of
Health. The "discharge form"” (the front page of a medical record) is at the patient-level and is
similar to the discharge data in the United States. This is the main data source for our DRG
research. There is significant cost involved in negotiating with multiple hospitals in accessing the
data, and support from administrative departments is often needed in the process. There are
severdl limitations in the discharge form data. First, the data only contain variables on medical
freatments and expenditures, but no patient socio-demographics. Second, there is significant
variation across hospitals not only in data quality but also in diagnosis and procedure coding
systems, except in certain areas (e.g. Beijing). These are issues that need particular attention
when we are using the discharge data.
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Jing: How do you think the research results will affect health policy and systems sciences in China?
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Dr. JIAN: Provider payment reform is a hot topic in China's current health reform, and Beijing is the
first city in China that adopted hospital DRG payment in a systematic way. Our research could
not only help Beijing improve the local health policy, but also provide evidence for policymakers
in other areas contemplating DRG payment reform. Moreover, there are many debates
internationally regarding the benefit of DRG payment, and our research may be able to inform
those debates by providing evidence from China.
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Jing: What is your most important learning experience from the CMB OC grant application? How it
will affect your future academic career?
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Dr. JIAN: CMB's Open Competition has provided an opportunity for young scholars in China to
compete for research funding as well as the freedom to select research topics based on our
own interests. CMB has also organized a strong panel of external reviewers who provided
applicants with excellent critique and advice. All of these would not only benefit the OC
applicants but also provide additional resources that promote open competition among young
scholars in China’s HPSS field. | would like to express my sincere gratitude towards CMB and all
external reviewers who contributed to OCl
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